Part Number 








Iowa LIBRARY QUARTERLY 


Issued by the Library Commission of the State of lowa 

















ENTERED AS SECOND CLASS MATTER AT THE POST OFFICE AT DES MOINES, IOWA 


Acceptance for yw at special rate of postage provided for in section 1103 
of October 3, 1917, authorized July 10, 1918. 








Edited by 
Julia A. Robinson 


DES MOINES 
APRIL—MA Y—JUNE—1920 


Volume 8 
Number 14 





IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and de- 
t of free and other public libraries in the 
State of Iowa. 


MEMBERS 
Johnson Brigham, Chairman, Des Moines. 
Dr. Walter A. Jessup, Iowa City. 
P. E. McClenahan, Des Moines. 
Mrs. Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Mrs. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
Mrs. A. J. Barkley, Boone. 
W. R. Orchard, Council Bluffs. 


ay A. Robinson, Secretary, Des Moines. 

This quarterly is mailed free to all public librar- 
ies and to trustees of free public libraries in the 
State of Iowa. 








County Libraries. 


This is one of the most im- 
portant questions before library 
boards today, for we believe that 
through county libraries may be found 
the solution of the problem of ade- 
quate support for the library and the 
supplying of books to the smaller 
communities and the rural population 
of the state. 

There can be no debate on the ques- 
tion of one strong county library with 
branches and stations and direct loans 
covering the entire county, or several 
small, struggling libraries serving 
comparatively few people at a greater 
expense. 

Rural extension to townships is a 
step in this direction, and perhaps is 
the method through which it must 
come in some counties, for the law al- 
lows contract with county as well as 


township officers. Whether it should 
be changed to allow an independent 
county library, with equal support in 
town and country, and. with repre- 
sentation on the board throughout the 
county, is a question which will be 
discussed at the State Meeting of the 
Iowa Library Association in Des 
Moines. 

Every county in Iowa should have 
a county library. The boys and 
girls, the clubs, the teachers and 
many individual readers: in every 
county want books which they can- 
not procure at home. There are many 
towns in the state too small to sup- 
port a separate library which could 
bear their share in the maintennace 
of a county library and the benefit re- 
ceived would be much greater than 
the expense. Which will be the first 
county to have a county library? 





County Libraries in Minnesota. 
By Clara F. Baldwin, Library Direct- 
or, Minnesota Department of 
Education. 

County libraries in. Minnesota have 
been operated solely on the contract 


plan. The first law was passed in 
1905, authorizing library boards to 
make contracts for extension of li- 
brary service with boards of county 
commissioners in their own or adja- 
cent counties, or with the governing 
bedy of any neighboring town, city or 
village, upon such terms as shall be 
agreed upon. 

Four counties immediately took ad- 
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vantage of the law, two of which had 
previously had extension of library 
privileges, through a liberal interpre- 
tation_of the library law. Seven oth- 
er counties. have since adopted the 
plan, although two ‘have been obliged 
to drop the work after several years 
owing to failure on the part of the 
county boards to make the appropria- 
tion. 

Nine counties are now , working 
under this law, the county commis- 
sioners making a contract for service 
with the city library board and pay- 
ing sums, varying from $150 to $1000 
annually into the library treasury. 
The appropriations made have as a 
rule. not equalled the actual cost of 
service. 

According to the plan generally fol- 
loed, any resident of the county may 
have a regular borrower’s card, and 
may draw books direct from the li- 
brary or by parcel post. Traveling 


library stations are established 
throughout the county 


in country 
stores, banks, school houses and 
sometimes in private homes. Books 
are sent in groups of from 25 to 50v. 
and in Hennepin County deposits of 
200 or 300 are placed in some stations. 
The number of stations in the various 
counties varies from 5 to 109 in the 
larger or more thickly populated coun- 
ties. 


“The transportation on traveling li- 
braries is paid by the library and sets 
are exchanged at intervals of fron 
two to six months. The work is ad- 
vertised through the county papers, 
at county fairs and teachers’ institutes 
and through the cooperation of coun- 
ty agents; supervisors and other coun- 
ty workers. 

Two libraries have carried on ex- 
tension work through the township, 
the most conspicuous example being 
that of Hibbing with its well-known 
library bus. The car was bought and 
is maintained by the Township of 
Stuntz, while the Hibbing Public Li- 
brary furnishes the books. An area 
of. 160 miles is covered, including 25 


locations which are visited weekly. 
The cost is no more than that of build- 
ing and operating a small branch li- 
brary, while the number. of readers 
served is far greater than could be 
reached‘ by any branch in that com- 
munity. 

The law was amended in 1913, to 
allow county boards to levy an annu- 
al tax not to exceed one mill on the 
dollar of all taxable property in the 
county not already taxed for library 
purposes. A new law was passed in 
1919 which embodied the provisions 
of the former law for contract with 
existing libraries and the levy of a one 
mill tax on the entire county, and fur- 
ther provides for the establishment of. 
county libraries in counties where no 
library exists under a board of five 
members having the same powers and 
duties as those of a board of directors 
of a public library in a city or village. 

Up to the present time no library 
has taken advantage of the new law, 
but a campaign of education ha; been 
undertaken throughout the state be- 
lieving that the county library is the 
only solution of Minnesota’s rural 
library problem. 





Libraries at the State Fair. 


According to its usual custom the 
Iowa Library Commission had an ex- 
hibit of Commission and Traveling 
Library work at the Iowa State Fair, 
with attractive posters also calling at- 
tention to the county library idea, to 
public libraries and to libraries in gen- 
eral. While as a publicity measure 
the success of such an exhibit is per- 
haps not large, yet it gives 
the people of the state an opportunity 
to see the library part of its educa- 
tional facilities, and many callers each 
year become acquainted with the op- 
portunity for borrowing books 
through the state agency. 

In addition to the usual exhibit of 
Traveling Library books and posters, 
this year the library interests were 
represented by: a, Library Trustees’ 
Conference held on Monday affernoon, 
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August 30th, with Mr. J. B. Weaver 
of Des Moines presiding. 

The following» program was pre- 
sented, followed by a brief discussion: 
“Making the library a factor in com- 
munity life,” by Mrs. H. M. Towner 
of Corning; “Rural extension and 
county library work,” by Mrs. A. B. 
Loranz of Clarinda. Mr. Austin Burt 
of Waterloo, who was to have spoken 
on “Library appropriations and sal- 
aries,” was unavoidably detained, 
much to the disappointment of the 
audience. 

About one hundred people were in 
attendance, the largest gathering of 
trustees ever held in lowa, and about 
twenty-five or —— libraries were 
represented. 

This is a sinteiadess which it is hop- 
‘ed will next year bring a larger crowd 
and create greater interest. Th's is, 
we believe, the first gathering of the 
kind at a State Fair. 





Board of Certification. 


The vacancy in the Board of Certi- 


fications caused by Mr. Spaulding’s 
departure from Iowa was filled by the 
Executive Board of the lowa Library 
Association at its meeting in January 
by the election of Miss Grace D. Rose, 
then librarian at Davenport but now 
librarian of the Des Moines Public 
Library. 

The first meeting of ‘the Certifica- 
tion Board was held in the commission 
office in Des Moines on January 27th, 
at which Mr. Brigham, chairman, 
Miss Robinson, secretary, Mrs. D. T. 
Stockman of Sigourney and Miss 
Charlotte Crosley of Webster City 
were present, Miss Rose being un- 
avoidably detained. 

In the drawing of. lots for the 
length of terms, Miss Crosley drew 
three vears, Mrs. Stockman two and 
Miss Rose one. 

Various delays have occurred in 
carrying out the plan adopted by the 
LL. A. but application blanks are 
now ready and may be procured by 
writing to the secretary of the board, 
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Miss Robinson, at the Library Com- 
mission office. One certificate has 
been granted. 


Children’s Book Week. 

“CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK, 
observed so successfully throughout 
the country in 1919, will be repeated 
this year during the week of Novem- 
ber 15th. It is particularly appropri- 
ate in November, at the Christmas 
shopping season, to bring home to par- 
ents in a concerted way the cause of 
children’s reading. All those interest- 
ed in books whether as author, -pub- 
lisher, librarian, bookseller, parent 
or teacher, are jointly concerned in 
this cause; but the librarian should be 
the recognized authority on children’s 
reading in every town. 

In helping to make this a national 
effort, there will be articles in maga- 
zines and newspapers; the beautiful 
colored poster prepared last year by 
Jessie Willcox Smith will be used 
again and will be available soon; a 
syllabus of suggestions for the cam- 
paign will be mailed on request to li-. 
brarians who will co-operate in the 
movement. 

Talks in the library on children’s 
reading by authors and _ teachers; 
talks at women’s club meetings by 
children’s librarians; story hours and 
talks in the bookstores by children’s 
librarians; local newspaper articles; 
Christmas exhibits well advertised; 
all these and other features were suc- 
cessful last year in creating a desire 
for “MORE BOOKS IN THE 
HOME!” These may be used again 
with profit.” 

We trust that. all Iowa libraries will 
observe this week. The secretary of 
the Library Commission will be glad 
to co-operate. 


A Good Record. 

There have been but two meetings 
of the Grundy Center library board in 
seven years at which they were not 
able to do business because of a lack of 
a quorum. How many boards in the 
state have as good a record? 














Library News of the State 


Cedar Rapids—A library picnic for 
the patrons of Kenwood Park Branch 
held at Indian Creek on September 
2d was well attended. Supper was 
served under the direction of the 
branch librarian and her assistants. 

Council Bluffs—Miss Mary Arm- 
strong Ayres, children’s librarian, has 
resigned to take the same position in 
the Kansas City, Missouri, Public Li- 
brary. 

Decorah—Miss Katherine Jewell, a 
memben of this- year’s class of the 
Iowa Summer Library School, has 
been elected librarian of the publ'c li- 
brary in place of Mrs. Alice Griswold, 
who has resigned. 

Des Moines Public Library—Miss 
Mayme Walters, for several years as; 
sistant in the Tipton Public Library 
and a graduate of the Iowa Summer 
Library School, Miss Dorothy Coffin 
of Indianola, a graduate of the 1920 
class of Simmons Library School, and 
Miss Majorie Kearney of Grinnell, a 
graduate of Western Reserve Univer- 
sity in the June class, have been ap- 
pointed assistants in the Des Moines 
Public Library. 

Eagle Grove—Miss Elsie B. Dann. 
for a number of years librarian of the 
public library, has resigned to accept 
the position of children’s librarian of 
the Cherokee Public Library. 

Eldora—Mrs. Mary E. Wheelock, 
librarian of the public library for 
nearly ten years, has accepted a po- 
sition in the catalog department at 
the Ames college library. The El- 
dora library board has been fortunate 
in securing Miss Fannie R. Wilson of 
Sigourney to fill the vacancy. Miss 
Miriam Brown of Eldora served as act- 
ing librarian until Miss Wilson as- 
sumed her duties. 

Estherville— Miss Lucile Peterson 
has been chosen librarian to succeed 
Miss Elizabeth Andreae, who has re- 
signed to accompany her brother who 





goes west in search of health. 

Garnavillo—Judge Crosby has of- 
fered to the town two thousand vol- 
umes for a library and the free use of 
a building if maintenance is provided. 

Iowa City—Mr. J. W. Rich, for 
many years connected with library in- 
terests in lowa City, passed away dur- 
ing June at the age of eighty-one. Mr, 
Rich was librarian of the University 
library for twelve years and a mem- 
ber of the public library board of 
Iowa City. : 

Miss Ethel Tiffy, who has served 
as assistant in the library, has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy created 
by Miss McRaith’s resignation. Miss 
Josephine Dondore has been made as- 
sistant. 

Marshallitown— Miss Florence In- 
ghram, children’s librarian, has _ re- 
signed to accept a similar position in 
the Davenport Public Library. Miss 
Gladys Foster, an assistant in the Ft. 
Dodge Public Library and a member 
of this year’s class of the Iowa Sum- 
mer library school, has been selected 
as assistant for the Marshalltown li- 
brary. 

Oelwein—The library has received 
from the P. E. O.’s of Oelwein a sum 
of money with which to purchase 
reference books greatly needed by the 
library. 

Waterloo—Miss Mildred Maynard, 
for several years past supervisor of 
the juvenile work of the public I- 
brary, has resigned to take a position 
in New Jersey. Miss Lorraine Hollo- 
well, formerly a primary teacher in 
the East Waterloo schools, takes up 
the work of juvenile supervisor for 
the library. 





The Iowa Library Commission has 
a few copies of the Proceedings of 
A. L. A. Conferences of past years 
which will be given to libraries ask- 
ing for them. 

A few back. numbers of the. 


Library Journal and Public Libraries 


are also available. 
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